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Body 


Well, forget it. Might as well embrace the storm-battering, coral-bleaching, ice cap-obliterating apocalypse, right? 
Now that Donald Trump has pulled the United States out of the climate change fight. 


That's been the subtext to some of the reaction in the Canadian capital this week, after the U.S. president signed an 
order Tuesday to revitalize his nation's coal industry by dismantling his predecessor's Clean Power Plan. Trump is 
also hacking away U.S. federal methane regulations, while slashing funds for the country's environmental agency 
and approving the Keystone XL pipeline. 


In other words, he's acting like a businessman president who famously tweeted that global warming is a Chinese 
"hoax." 


The questions on this side of the border have been: Does this represent a dagger in the hearts of all climate-change 
fighters, and if so, where does that leave Canada? If the U.S., our top trading partner and economic collaborator, is 
no longer taking climate change seriously, should Canada stay the course on the Trudeau government's ongoing 
push to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 30 per cent below what they were in 2005, by 2030? 


For Kenneth Green, director of the natural resources studies centre at the Fraser Institute, the answer is no. 
"Plunging ahead" with plans to slap a price on carbon across the country, regulate methane emissions and invest in 
green tech and tax credits would hurt Canada's competitive global position, he said. More regulation and more tax 
means less economic activity, he argued. 


"| believe we have to synchronize with the United States," Green said. "It would be kind of crazy-blind for politicians 
to say, 'We don't care what the United States is doing - full speed ahead." " 


That seems to be the Liberal government's reaction thus far. The prime minister said this week that Canada's 
climate policies will come out of Ottawa, not Washington. Catherine McKenna, the environment minister, went 
metaphorical on CTV News, telling the broadcaster that "you can't stop a train." The message being, Trump can 
sign all the executive orders he wants, but the world will keep chugging towards a greener, lower-emitting future. 


Merran Smith couldn't agree more. She's the executive director of Clean Energy Canada in Vancouver, which 
released a report this week on the momentum of the more-than-$300-billion (U.S.) global clean energy industry. 
The cost of wind and solar energy is dropping - prices are down 70 and 60 per cent respectively in the past six 
years, she said - and the industry is creating jobs, she said. "Even Donald Trump is not going to be able to kill clean 
energy." 
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Former U.S. vice-president Joe Biden said much the same on a visit to Ottawa last November. "Whatever 
uncertainties exist around the near-term policy choices of the next president, | am absolutely confident the United 
States will continue making progress in its path to a low-carbon future," Biden said. 


As Catherine Abreu, executive director of Climate Action Network Canada, pointed out, even if Trump scales back 
the American policies on the federal level, many states continue to implement more robust regulations to cut 
emissions. California, for instance, just approved new measures to cut methane and other pollutants known to 
warm the atmosphere. Canada has pledged to follow suit with its own methane-reduction plan later this year. 


And if climate is lower on the list of priorities in Trump's White House, it appears to be a growing concern for China, 
the world's biggest emitter of greenhouse gases. The country with a smogged-over capital city has been building its 
solar energy capacity at record breaking levels over the past two years, according to the Clean Energy report, and 
plans to pump $480 billion into its renewable energy sector over the next five years. 


For Green from the Fraser Institute, it's still a question whether it's wise for Canada to reduce emissions and 
transition to a greener economy if it risks continued growth. He'd rather see the country invest in ways to deal with 
the consequences of climate change than try to stop it. Responsible for less than 2 per cent of global emissions, 
there's not much Canada can do anyway, he said. 


Dale Marshall, national program manager with Environmental Defence, scoffed at the argument. He said the 2-per- 
cent stat clouds the fact that Canada is consistently placed in the Top 10 of the world's largest emitters. Not only 
that, but the country also has one of the highest per-capita levels of GHG emissions in the world, he said. 


"This is a global issue, and we need to be standing together in solidarity to tackle it," Marshall said. 
It that sense, as the U.S. pulls back, Canada can stand as a leader in the push to cut emissions, he added. 


Abreu agreed, saying that the concept of "moral leadership" on climate change is more than whimsical. Canada can 
actually set a global example for how a federated state tackles the issue, setting policies at various levels toward a 
common goal. The country can also show how a nation with an economy based largely on resource extraction can 
transition to a green economy, she said. 


"This means as little or as much as the Canadian government wants it to mean," Marshall said, adding that it could 
be a moment of hope in the push to drop emissions. "I honestly think this is one of those things that could galvanize 
the world to act even more ambitiously." 


In other words, despair not - at least not yet. 
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